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Add Tabbed Browsing to Explorer in Windows 7

Are you tired of shuffling between windows when browsing or copying files between different
folders? Here’'s how you can make Explorer more usable with integrated tab navigation.

Explorer in Windows 7 and Vista is much more usable than previous versions, especially with features
such as the integrated search box and the breadcrumbs in the address bar. Unfortunately, though, it can
still be difficult to shuffle around between multiple windows and folders.
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Most of us are used to managing pages with tabs in our browsers, and this can be a great way to manage
your files as well. Explorer doesn’t offer this by default, but you can easily add tabs to Explorer with the
latest version of QTTabBar.

Add Tabs to Windows Explorer



To add tabs, download QTTabBars (link below), and install as normal.
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Welcome to the QTTabBar Setup
Wizard
This will install GTTabBar 1.5.0.0 Alpha 4 on your computer.

It is recommended that you close all other applications before
continuing.

Click Mext to continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.

When it's finished installing, you can check the box to restart Explorer so you can go ahead and use
QTTabBar. Otherwise, you'll have to reboot your computer before you start using it.
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Completing the QTTabBar Setup
Wizard

Setup has finished installing QTTabBar on your computer. In
order to use QTTabBar, you must restart Windaws Explorer,
You can do this by logging off, rebooting your computer, or by
checking the box below.,

Click Finish to exit Setup.

Iﬂﬂestart explorer immediately:

The first time you open an Explorer window after installing QTTabBar, you'll notice that it looks the exact
same as before. You'll still need to activate the tab bar itself. To do this, press the Alt key to temporarily
activate it, or click Organize and select the Menu Bar under Layout.
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Now, open the View menu, select Toolbars, and click QT TabBar to activate the tabs.
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Now you'll see a new tab bar that shows the name of the folder you're browsing on the active tab. If
you've missed the up button in Explorer, QT TabBar brings it back; simply double-click on the tab to go up
a folder.



=Bl

®1|E ¢ Libraries »

- | +y | | Search Libraries 02 |

Eile Edit View Tools Help

[ Libraries

|h}',_ Documents [late modified: 8/17/2010 9:11 AM

""“:-..:P Library

Organize = = Open Share with - Mew library 3= - O @
S Favorites Libraries
[ 4} Desktop Open a library to see your files and arrange them by folder, date, ...
. Downloads = -
‘&l Recent Places [ :"L Documents
""';-./ Library
Libraries =
- & Music r
@ Documents = Library
Ji Music
=] Pictures u Pictures 0
B Videos \} Library

You can open a folder in a new tab by dragging it to the tab bar.
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Right-click on a tabs to close, clone, copy the folder address, and more.
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You can switch between open tabs with the familiar Ctrl+Tab shortcut. This opens a nice preview that
shows you what folder you're selecting.
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You'll also notice a new down-arrow when you hover over a folder or library. Click it to browse the files in
the folder quickly from a popup-menu. This is a handy time-saving feature.

Libraries
Open a library to see your files and arrange themn by folder, date, and other properties.
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QTTabBar has many additional settings you can tweak from the Options pane. To do this, right-click an
empty part of the tab bar, and select Options.

4 Libraries |

Groups »
Srociany M Undo closed »
4% Favorites Last activated
Bl Desktop Recently opened files b |arran
& Downloads Browse folder...
= Recent Places Close all but current
Close Window
4 .ii Libraries Merge tabs of other windows
> [ Documents v Lock the Toolbars
D J’ Music
> =] Pictures Options h
> B Videos ' QP Library

Here you can change keyboard shortcuts for tabs, window behavior, and more.
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QTTabBar Options

Activate new tab

Reuse existing tab

Close all tabs when group opened

Show tooltips

Capture mouse X1/X2 buttons

Show navigation buttons ‘LM ]
Tab history \Jéﬂ [ = ]
[@] Recent files | 16%” [ Clear ]

Use file Drag & Drop onto tabs

Sound
Language file:
Network max timeout (seconds, 0 for system value) 03
QTTzbBar ver 1.5.0.0 Alpha 4 [ ok |[ Cancel |[ Apply |

QTTabBar worked quite good in our tests, so give it a try and see if tabbed Explorer makes your file
browsing experience easier!

Download QTTabBar

This article was originally written on 09/20/10



