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How to Create Your Own Custom Windows System Administration Panel
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Has it ever annoyed you to have to open lots of separate windows for Device Manager, Services, Event

Viewer, and other system administration tools? Here’s how to pull them all together into your own

custom admin panel.

We'll accomplish this easily since most of the system admin panels are implemented as plugins for

Microsoft Management Console, a wrapper framework that we’ll use to create our panel.

Create Your Custom Administration Panel

Open up mmc.exe through the Start Menu search or Run box, which will bring up an empty window that

looks like this:
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There are no items to show in this view.

Head to the File menu and choose Add/Remove Snap-in or just hit the Ctrl+M shortcut key.
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On the left-hand side you'll see lots of familiar items like Computer Management and Device Manager.
Select the ones you want on the left-hand pane, and then click the Add button. (You have to add them

one at a time)
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You can select snap-ins for this console from those available on your computer and configure the selected set of snap-ins. For
extensible snap-ins, you can configure which extensions are enabled.

Avallable snap-ins: Selected snap-ins:
Snap-in Vendor - [Z] Console Root Edit Extensions...
= ActiveX Control Microsoft Cor...
EdAuthorization Manager Microsoft Cor... Bemove
) Certificates Microsoft Cor...
%, Component Services  Microsoft Cor... |- Move Up

Microsoft Cor... Move Down
i3 Disk Management  Microsoft and...
[ Event viewer Microsoft Cor... | N

| Folder Microsoft Cor...
& 1P Security Monitor  Microsoft Cor...
8 1P Security Policy Ma... Microsoft Cor...
*| Link to Web Address  Microsoft Cor...
&< Local Users and Gro... Microsoft Cor...
&:| NAP Client Configura... Microsoft Cor... [ Adyanced... ]

Description:
You can use Device Manager to view a list of hardware devices installed on your computer and set properties for each device.

Lok ]| comcel |

You’ll be presented a dialog where you can choose which computer you would like the snap-in to
manage. You can use this for easy access to other computers over the network. Note that you can add
the same snap-in multiple times, and choose a different computer to manage for each item you add.

For our purposes, just click the Finish button.



Device Manager

Selectthe computer you want this Snap-in to manage.

This snap-in will always manage:

(@) Local computer: (the computer this console is running on)

() Another computer:

Browse

You might have noticed an interesting item in the list named “Link to Web Address”, which is very useful

for showing something like your wireless router’s administration page, right inside your custom

administration panel. Just drop the URL into the box.
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Welcome to the Link to Web
Address Wizard

The Link to Web Address snap-in consists of an MMC
node with a Web page in the results view. Type the
path or URL for the site you want to display, or click
Browse.

Path or URL:
http://172.16.1.1

Browse...

You’ll want to give it a name, which will show up on the left-hand menu in the console.

Link to Web Address ﬁ

Friendly name for the Link to Web Address snap-in:

Linksys Administration

Now that we’re all finished, you can see what it looks like. All of the items work just like you would
expect.
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If you were to select the Linksys Administration item that we added earlier, you easily administrate your

router without leaving your panel.
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Now you’ll want to head to File —> Options and change the Console Mode to “User mode — full access”,
and then selecting the “Do not save changes to this console” item—this is really important, otherwise
you’ll get an annoying prompt every time you try and close the panel.
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These options take effect the next time you open the MMC.

Console mode:

User mode - full access v

Description

Prevents users from adding or removing snap-ins or changing
snap-in console properties. Users have full access to the tree.

Do not save changes to this console h

Allow the user to customize views




Now head to File —> Save As and save your console file somewhere, preferably giving it a useful name.
Here’s our panel, for instance:

MyJAdmin
Panelimsc

That’s all there is to it. You should also note that you can open up multiple instances of your custom
administration panel.

Making Changes to Your Console

If you decide that you want to change the console, you can simply right-click on the file and choose
“Author” from the menu—you won’t be able to make changes otherwise.

Open
Author

Run as administrator
7-Zip




Of course, you wouldn’t need to do this if you didn’t select the “Do not save changes to this console”
item earlier, but then you’d get prompted to save every single time you close the console, which is more
annoying than having to right-click to make changes.

Just like that, you’ve got your own customized administration panel. What will you use it for?
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