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How to Transfer Your iTunes Collection from One Computer to Another

If you're an iTunes user, when you get a new machine you probably want to transfer all of your content to
it. Here we show you a few different ways to everything from one computer to another.

If you get a new computer and have a bunch of multimedia and apps (purchased or not) installed on it,
you'll most likely want to transfer it all to another machine. There are a few different ways this can be
done, and here we’ll show you some of the easiest.

We are using iTunes 9.2.1 for Windows and transferring our main collection from Windows 7 Ultimate x64
to another Windows 7 machine with Home Premium x86.

Use Home Sharing Feature

The Home Sharing feature in iTunes 9 allows you to share and stream music between computers over a
home network with up to 5 machines. This can be handy if you have a central computer with all of your
iTunes data and you want to share it with other machines like a Netbook on your network. It also makes it
easy to transfer your iTunes collection to another machine. This is probably one of the easiest ways to
transfer everything over to a new machine.

To use the Home Sharing feature you'll need iTunes 9 installed on both computers.

Here we take a look at the first machine with its iTunes Library. Notice we have some Podcasts, Music,
Playlists, Apps...etc.
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Enable Home Sharing

One of the features in iTunes 9 you can use to transfer your music, videos, and more on your home
network is Home Sharing. Open iTunes and select Home Sharing on the left side of iTunes under Shared.
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If you don't see it go to Advanced and select Enable Home Sharing.

Help
Open Audio Stream... Ctrl+U
Subscribe to Podcast...

Create iPod or iPhone Version
Create iPad or Apple TV Version
Create AAC Version

Turn On Hormne Sharing

Get Album Artwork

Get Track Mames

Submit CD Track Mames...
Join CD Tracks

Deauthaorize Audible Account...

Next you'll be prompted to enter your iTunes Store account to use Home Sharing. Then click the Create
Home Share button.



Home Sharing

Home Sharing helps you manage your family's iTunes
Store purchases among computers in your home. iTun
purchases, or you can choose the items you want to co

An iTunes Store account is required to use Home Shar
all shared computers.

iTunes Account: | user@email.com

Password: .l.-.-lll-l

MNeed an iTunes Account? &

%

You will need to set this up on all computers you want to share your iTunes media with. When going
through the steps to enable Home Sharing on the second machine, we were prompted to authorize the
computer first.

r@l iTunes u

I.f' ~ Home Sharing could not be activated because this computer is
! not authorized for the account . Would
youl like to authorize now?

Y&aDQJ[ Cancel




After a few seconds you'll get a message letting you know the authorization was successful and the
number of computers that are authorized. Keep in mind that iTunes only lets you authorize up to 5
machines.

( 5 iTunes ﬁw

Computer authorization was successful .
= You have authorzed 2 computers out of your available 5.

If you've authorized iTunes on different machines throughout the years, you might get a message telling
you 5 computers have already been authorized.

( \,Q iTunes ﬁw

You Have Already Authorized Five Computers.

= You can still purchase music on this computer, but you will need
to transfer any purchased songs to an authorzed machine to play
them. if you wish ta play songs on this computer, you will need to
first deauthorize a cumently authorized computer.

[ Bu:.rh][ Cancel |

To solve the problem check out our article on how to deauthorize computers associated with your iTunes
Account. Apple lets you deauthorize all 5 machines through your account once a year.



File Edit WView Ccrnh'uls Advanced Help

Back
Forward
LIBRARY Home
.ﬂ Music Search...

Mavi

ﬁ . Turn On Genius
@ TV Shows )
@Pudmsts Update Genius
EAPPS Create an iMix...
)il Radio Create Ringtone..,

STORE

= Authorize This Computer...
-
Deauthorize This Computer...
¥ DEVICES | [s
v l!] mysticgeek iPod sign Out

After setting up sharing on the second machine, everything from the first machine will be shared over to
the new machine including music you've purchased or added to the Library, Podcasts, Videos, Playlists,
Apps...basically everything.
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While Home Sharing is a pretty cool feature for sharing media between machines on your network, both
machines need to be on with iTunes running. If you try to close out of iTunes on one of the machines
you'll get the following message.
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Then if you quit, the other machine will no longer have access to the first machine’s media.
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Permanently Move Content Between Shares

Sharing between machines is all well and good, but we want to move the data to the new machine
permanently. To do that there are a few different ways to go about it. For instance, here we want to move
a Playlist to the new computer. Simply highlight the Playlist from the Shared Library on the first machine,
and drag it up to the new machine’s Library.
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Then you can close out of iTunes on the first computer you're sharing the library with

the Playlist on the second machine.
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...and now you have
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If you want to transfer specific Apps for your iOS device or an entire collection highlight what you want

and click the Import button.
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You'll see the progress while all the files are transferred from the old machine to the new one. In this
example we transferred all of our apps.

Help iTunes

Copyinag files from "mysticgeek’s Library”...
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ction Bowling Free [+ Kronos Games @ Action Bowling Fri
Bir Video - Watch your v... §) InMethod =.r.o. 0 Air Video - Watch
larnes & Moble NOOK f... € [35] Barnes &Moble & Barnes &Moble N

And there you go... all your apps have been transferred to the second machine.
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Transfer Everything

If you're moving data to a new machine it's nice to have the ability to pick and choose what you want to
move, but perhaps you want to move the entire everything to the new machine. Just click on the first
computers Shared Library, hit Ctrl+A to highlight everything then click the Import button.
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Then wait while everything transfers. If you have a large collection it can take several minutes so your

mileage will vary.
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Now on the second machine we have our Music Collection, Movies, Books, iTunes U, Podcasts,

Apps...everything!

Fie Edit View Controls Store Advanced Help iTunes

W Everiong 507
& Everlong [T 4:27
# My Hero 4:06
# My Hero 4:20
@ Everlong 6:37
B SENL>D1 0:55
M Celestial (The Tower) 9:42
o Glisten 6335
& Swarm Resgns (Down) 602
B SGNL>02 0:51
@ Deconstricting Towers 31
B SGNL=03 0:35
@ Colapse and Crush 5:55
@ C.F.T. (New Circuitry and C... 5:43
@ Gentle Time 7:03
&2 Munes DJ # SGNL>04 (End Transmission) 1:07
Em “Eﬂmmﬂl::‘:ﬂ 1:31
# Out On the W 4432
BFHFEW‘F o Harvest ) ] 3:09
B Purchased @ A Man Ne=ds a Mad £02
# Heart of Gold 307
¥ Are You Ready for the Coun... 324
& Old Man =22
@ There's a World 259
& Alabama 402
# The Needle and the Damage. .. 203

# Words (Between the Lines o...

Use an iPod to Transfer iTunes Collection
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Plug your iPod into the computer you want to get your collection from and make sure you sync what you

want included.
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Then plug the iPod into your new machine. iTunes should launch and you can select to Erase and Sync
or Transfer Purchases. Here we want to erase the contents of the new machine and transfer our iPod
data.

r'@' iTunes u

~ The iPod "mysticgeek iPod™ is synced with another i Tunes
" library. An iPod can be synced with only one i Tunes library at
a time. What would you like to do?

“Erase and 5Sync” replaces the contents of this iPod with the contents of
thig iTunes library.

“Transfer Purchases™ copies iTunes Store purchases this computer is
authorized to play from this iPod to this i Tunes librany.

[7] Do not ask me again

I Cancel I [ Erase and Sync [}H Transfer Purchases

You'll get a second message asking if you're sure...click Transfer.



( S iTunes @"

ﬂ iTunes has found purchased items on the iPod "mysticgeek

o iPod™ that are not present in your i Tunes library. Do you want
to transfer these items from this iPod to this i Tunes library
before syncing?
if you do not transfer these purchased tems to your i Tunes librany, they will
be removed from the iPod.

Transfer ﬂ [ Don't Transfer

Now everything from the iPod will be transferred to your new computer. Keep in mind that this will only
transfer content downloaded through the iTunes Store and not ripped CDs or other added music.

iTunes 1

Updating Files on "mysticoeek iPod”
Copying 38 of 50: Truth In 24 (%)

Collections Categories Unwatched

2)

Writing Challenges
2 items

Use an External Drive to Transfer Your iTunes Collection

Not everyone has the luxury of having a home network but would still like to transfer their iTunes
collection to a new or second machine. First let’s take a look at copying and moving your collection with
an external USB drive. While this isn’t the most perfect method, it will get all of your purchased items
copied over, but you may need to manually add some of the content that isn’t in your iTunes folder.

Another thing you might want to do before transferring your collection is delete old content that you no
longer use and check for duplicates. This will decrease the size of your collection and make the copying
process to the external drive easier. If you're looking for ways to make iTunes get rid of duplicates and
run more quickly, check out our article on How to Make iTunes for Windows Run Faster.
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1 & Whale Lotta Love 5:34 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best
2 & What Is and ¥What Should Mever Be 4144 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best|
3 & Immigrant Song 2127 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best|
4 M Since I've Been Loving You 7124 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best|
5 [ Black Dog 4:55 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best|
& [ Rock and Roll 3141 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best|
7 [ The Battle of Evermore 5:53 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best]
] # When the Levee Breaks 7:10  Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best]
] o Stairway to Heaven 3:02 Led Zeppelin Early Days: The Best]
10 [ The Song Remains the Same 5:30 Led Zeppelin Houses of the Holy
11 [ Mo Quarter 700 Led Zeppelin Houses of the Holy
12 [ The Song Remains the Same 5:32 Led Zeppelin Latter Days: The Bes
13 & Mo Quarter 700 Led Zeppelin Latter Days: The Bes
14 # Houses of the Holy 403 Led Zeppelin Latter Days: The Bes
15 # Trampled Under Foot 5:36 Led Zeppelin Latter Days: The Bes
16 & Kashmir 3:29 Led Zeppelin Latter Days: The Bes
17 [ Ten Years Gone 5:33 Led Zeppelin Latter Days: The Bes
m Whaole Lotta Love Led Zeppelin Led Zeppelin IT
19 M What Is and What Should Mever Be 4148 Led Zeppelin Led Zeppelin IT
20 & Immigrant Song 2125 Led Zeppelin Led Zeppelin III

Connect your USB drive to the computer with the collection you want to copy and move, and create a
new folder in it such as iTunes Backup. Of course you'll want to make sure there is plenty of room on the
external drive especially if you have a large collection.

! S | B ]
@Qv| : v‘ 4 | | Search iTunes Backup O |

Organize * Include in library = 2 =« i @

& Downloads it Mame Date m
% Dropbox —
| Recent Places |= L\\s This folder is empty.

i Libraries
@ Documents
dﬁ Music
[ Pictures
"8 podcasts

l 0 items




Then navigate to your iTunes folder...in Windows 7 it's in your My Music folder by default or
C:\Users\computer name\Music\iTunes. Where “computer name” is the name of your machine. Then just
copy over the entire iTunes folder onto the external drive and wait for everything to copy over. The
amount of time it takes will depend on the amount of data you’re moving.

N ——— :
= B ™ |T = Open Play =
= * Mame
ok iTun., b - | +y | | Search iTunes Backup B |
= op @ Celestial
dein library = » == » [ @ nloads al Cynic
[ — — box o . iTunes |
nt Places 3 a . Mechanize
L iTunes 8/258/2 | Ogg Files
= # .

= Copying 269 items (3.72 GB)

m

Live Dirge f...
e |

'-f:f,:' More details

State: 3& Shared

Unplug the USB drive and plug it into the second computer. Make sure iTunes is closed, then simply copy
the iTunes folder from the external drive to your My Music folder on the new machine.
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Since you already have iTunes installed on the second machine, click yes to replacing the folder.



This destination already contains a folder named 'iTunes'.

== [f any files have the same names, you will be asked if you want to replace
those files.

Do you still want to merge this folder

- iTunes

Date created: 8/28/2010 11:21 PM

with this one?

. iTunes
I Date created: 8/28/2010 11:14 PM

s

Then wait for the folder to be copied over.

2
= 2 Minutes and 15 Seconds remaining =l =

from iTunes Backup (EN\iTunes Backs to My Music (C:h\Us..\Music)
About 2 Minutes and 15 Seconds remaining

- - |

™ More details

You might also get a few duplicate file messages, check Do this or the next conflicts and select Copy and
Replace.



[ Copy File e 2|

There is already a file with the same name in this location.
Click the file you want to keep

- Copy and Replace
Replace the file in the destination folder with the file you are copying:

[ iTunes Library Genius.itdb
iTunes Library Genius (E\iTunes BackuphiTunes)
b

Size: 32.0 KB
__Ue__ Date mmtgied: 7/31/2010 2:39 AM

= Don't copy

Mo files will be changed. Leave this file in the destinaticn folder:

I iTunes Library Genius.itdb
iTunes Library Genius (C:hUsers\Home Premium My
. MusichiTunes)
LIE Size: 32.0 KB
Date modified: 8/28/2010 11:21 PM (newer)

- Copy, but keep both files
The file you are copying will be renamed "iTunes Library Genius (2).itdb"

Do this for the next 4 conflicts Skip ] I Cancel I

Hold down the Shift key while you click to open iTunes...Make sure you keep the Shift key held down
until you see the following dialog.

This will let you choose where to load your Library from.
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Choose i Tunes Library
iTunes needs a library to continue. You may choose an existing i Tunes
librany or create a new one.

Organize « Mew folder o
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B Desktop | }I File folder
% Downloads
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m

= Libraries
@ Documents

File folder

H iTunes Media
L

o' Music _ iTunes Library.itl
£ f iTunes Databaze File

[=| Pictures e 317 KB

B videos Lo’

Everything in your iTunes folder is transferred over exactly how it was on the other machine including
your Playlists, Videos, Apps...etc. Although, when you go to play some files you may get a message
telling you they’re missing...more on that below.
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LIBRARY 4 | Name I Time | Artist

ﬂ Music 1 B Millennium: The Story | 43:59 Laurence Lowe,
E Movies 2 & Truth In 24 1:38:39 Keith Cossrow .
3 @ Winnie-the-Pooh ] A, A, Milne
TostE 4 @ Dashboard ]
(§) Podcasts 5 ® QLNZ7ZSpUX.pdf ]
= Tunes U &  © QL-JC21d4nU.pdf ]
[l Books 7 ® QL-VDVk3bO9.pdf W
E Apps ] & Out On the Weekend 4:32  Meil Young
':.DJE:' Radio 9 # Harvest . 309 NEfI Young
10 @ A Man MNeeds a Maid 4:02  Meil Young
STORE 11 [ Heart of Gold 3:07  Meil Young
E Tunes Store 12 [ Are You Ready for the Country? 3124 Meil Young
13 & Old Man 3:22  Meil Young
El Purchased on my eek. 3 14 @ There's a World 2:59 NEi| Young
15 # Alabama 4:02 Meil Young
» GENIUS 16 @ The Meedle and the Damage Done 2:03  Meil Young
e 17 B Words (Between the Lines of Age) 65:47  Meil Young
,;_;;;g iTunes D]
E'] Cynic
E'] Fear Factory

Keep Collection on External Drive

You might want to keep your collection on a larger external drive and not clutter up the local machine’s
drive. Then you don'’t need to copy anything to your local My Music folder. So instead of going to your
local music folder, navigate to the external hard drive where the iTunes Library.itl file resides.



J3 Open iTunes Library

-,

®U'| .. = iTunes Backup » iTunes » v|ﬂ-|| Search i
Organize = Mew folder
I [=] Pictures o

- B8 Videos ,

Album Artwork
File folder

B @ Homegroup

Isis - Live 2.03.19.03
i I \ File folder
4 8 Computer
» & Local Disk (C:) i LL iTunes Media
4, Seagate (E) T h File folder
P 48 Documents iTunes Library.itl
B ge FLAC b 'ﬁ iTunes Database File
I 1) Home Recordings e | 03.7KB
. L

.. iTunes Backup
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If you go to Edit \ Preferences \ Advanced ... you'll see the Library location is pointing to your external
drive.

| General | Playback | Sharing | Store | Parental Control | Apple TV | Deviges | Advanced

iTunes Media folder location

E:iTunes BackupliTunesiTunes Mediz| Change...
:

[] Keep iTunes Media folder organized

Places files into album and artist folders, and names the files based on
the disc number, track number, and the song title,

[ Copy files to iTunes Media folder when adding to library

Now you’ll have all of your contents including Apps, Music, Playlists...etc. in iTunes on the second
machine all running from the external drive.
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Missing Music

After you transfer you're iTunes collection over, you may find that some of the music can't be located.
This will happen if you've added files from other locations on your hard drive other than the iTunes Media
folder. Like in this example it can’t find the band Cynic’s music.
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Back on our original machine, you see the songs are located in My Music, but not in the iTunes Media
folder. So in this instance it would be best to copy the entire My Music folder and any content you want to
the external drive and then manually add them.
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So we went ahead and browsed to the location of the song.
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Would you like iTunes to use the location of “Space ™ to find other
missing files in your librany?
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Then iTunes offered to find other missing songs from that directory. So at least it makes it easier to find
the missing songs than adding each one manually.
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iTunes was able to find 28 of 30 missing files.
Files that could not be found are marced with a ™",

iTunes Library Mover

If you don’t have a network to use the Home Sharing feature or think the manual method is too tedious, a
nice freeware solution is iTunes Library Mover (link below). It's very easy to use and requires no
installation. Again for this method we’ll use an external hard drive.

Before you start, plug the external drive into the computer you're transferring the content to and create a
specific drive letter for it. This will be needed while setting up Library Mover. For more on how to change
drive letters, check out our article on renaming drive letters to find your missing USB drive in Windows 7.
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On the computer you're transferring the iTunes content from, plug in your external hard drive and export
the iTunes Library. Go to File \ Library \ Export Library.
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Then navigate to a location on your external drive to backup the default library.xml.
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Then download and extract the zip file it to a convenient location on your computer and launch
iTunesLibraryMover.exe.
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When Library Mover opens click the folder icon to browse to the library.xml file you just exported to the
external drive. Then for the Destination Folder again browse to the same directory on the external where
you put the library.xml file. Then for the New Source Folder, change the drive letter to the one you set it
as on the other machine...where in out case we changed it to “V”. Then make sure to check Copy Files
and click Go.
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Then wait while everything is copied over...
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When it's complete you can close out of it. You won't get a “Finished or Done” message, but to check to
see what it did, open the directory on the hard drive and you'll see a copy of your tunes.
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And a new library.xml file as well.
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Now that has completed, plug the external drive into your new computer. Open iTunes and go to File \
Library \ Import Playlist.
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Browse to the new Library.xml file that was created on the external drive.
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Then wait while everything is imported...
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This did a good job of transferring our purchased music, playlists, podcasts, and video files. However it
didn’t transfer Apps or iBooks. The process may sound a bit complicated but it really isn’t when you use it.
If you have any trouble figuring out the utility, the author has a step by step tutorial on their site.
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While there are many other ways to go about transferring your iTunes content from one machine to
another, we tried to find the easiest ones for you. If you're on a home network, then using the Home
Sharing feature is very easy. Once you start doing it manually there are more steps involved. Also, you
might have to do some extra work as far as making sure songs are found and do some tweaking to your
lists.

How about your guys? Do you have some other methods for transferring your iTunes collection from one
computer to another? Leave a comment and let us know.

Download iTunes Library Mover

This article was originally written on 08/30/10



