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Synchronize Folders Between Computers and Drives with
SyncToy 2.1

If you have a few different computers and drives, it can be annoying making
sure the same data is each one you need. Today we take a look at making
folder and data synchronization easier with the Microsoft SyncToy 2.1 utility.

You might have a flash drive that you use to carry files and documents from
the workplace to your home office and vice versa. Sometimes though, you
might forget to copy the files you need over to the drive. With Microsoft’s
SyncToy it allows you to easily make sure the data between drives and
folders is synchronized everyday. There are a lot of reasons you might want
to synchronize folders. For example, maybe you want to sync your My
Pictures folder with the one at work, or sync your music at home with music
on another computer. This is a free tool from Microsoft that was once part of
the XP Power Toys but has continued to grow and improve.

Installing SyncToy
When you install SyncToy it also installs Microsoft Sync Framework 2.0 Core

Components, which is their sync platform that enables offline access to apps,
services and devices.
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‘T4 SyncToy Setup @

For the following compaonents:

Microsoft Sync Famework 2.0 Core Components

Please read the following license agreement. Press the page down key to see the rest
of the agreement.

MICROSOFT SOFTWARE LICEMSE TERMS -
MICROSOFT SYNC FRAMEWORK 2.0 CORE COMPOMENTS il
These license terms are an agreement between Microsoft Corporation (or based —
on where you live, one of its affiliates) and you. Please read them. They apply to
the software named above, which includes the media on which you received it f
ary. The terms also apply to any Microsoft

. updates,

. supplements,

. Intemet-based services, and

. support services

for this software, unless other terms accomparny those items.  so, those terms

El Wiew EULA for printing

Do you accept the terms of the pending License Agreement ?

-

ff you choose Don't Accept, install will close. Ta install you must accept this
agreement.

Accept %‘ Diont Accept

On our Windows 7 (32-bit) system there wasn’t an option to create a
shortcut for the desktop or Quick Launch Bar, but you’'ll see it in the Start
Menu and create a shortcut from there if you want.



@ Default Programs
W Desktop Gadget Gallery

"_fé Internet Explorer

@ Microsoft Default Manager
0 Opera

@ Pidgin

@ SyncToy 21

il Windo Upgrade Advisor
& Windows DVD Maker

i Windows Fax and Scan

<] Windows Live ID

€ Windows Media Center

m

Windows]

Documents

Pictures

Music

Videos
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When first launching SyncToy, there is an option to participate in the
Customer Experience Improvement Program. This is up to the user and
participation is not necessary to use it.

2
% Microsoft SyncToy Customer Feedback Options

[E5)

Customer Experience Improvement Program

‘wle invite you to join our Customer Experience Improvement Program (CEIF) to

improve the guality, reliability, and performance of Microsoft software and services.

If you accept, we will collect information about your hardware configuration and how
you use our software and services to identify trends and usage patterns. We will
net collect your name, address, or any other contact information. Mone of the
information will be used to identify or contact you. There are no surveys to
complete, no salesperson will call, and you can continue working without
interruption.

You can leave this program at any time by clicking Help | Customer Feedback
Options to return to this dialog.

Settings

& Yes, | am willing to participate anonymously in the Customer Experience
~ Improvement Program. (Recommended)

@ Mo, | don't wish to participate.

Read more about the Customer Experience Improvement Program

[ ok DFH Cancel
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Using SyncToy

When you begin using SyncToy, you’ll need to create a new folder pair to
sync your data. You can choose a pair of folders on the same machine,
external drives, or over a network.

B =
Welcome to SyncToy

To start working with SyncToy, select Create New Folder Pair.

For help getting started, select SyncToy help.

Sync My Pictures

. = =
< 3 &
Left Folder Right Falder
-\ Docu 3 - My DocumentsiMy Pictu
i Rename Folder Pair | | Delete Folder Pair | [ Create New Folder Pair ] | Preview | i Run
|a '

Browse to the location of each of the folders you want to keep synced. In this
example we're syncing the contents of my home office folder and work files
folder to an external flash drive.
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p
Create New Foldes LRGeS |2 [

Choose the folders you want:
Left Folder: Right Folder:

i C:\UsersiWindows T\DesktopWork Fi = I:'Work Office Files

Browse... Browse...

<Back | | Next:»ﬂ)[ Cancel

In the next step choose the actions you want to take place between the two
folders. Synchronize is checked by default and should be fine for most users.
According to the SyncToy help file, these are the differences between each
action:

e Synchronize: Updates files both ways...keeping changes like renames,
deletions and edits to either folder contents the same between the
two.

e Echo: New and updated files are copied left to right. Renames and
deletes on the left are repeated on the right.

e Contribute: New and updated files are copied left to right. Renames on
the left are repeated on the right. No deletions.



2
Create Mew Folder Pair (2 of 3)

What do you want to do?
@ Synchronize Short Explanation

MNew and updated files are copied both
() Echo ways. Renames and deletes on either

® . side are repeated on the other.
Contribute

® More information...

<Eadc][Ne1ct> ][Ca'lcd

Now type in a name for the synced folders and click Finish.

7
Create Mew Folder Pair (3 of 3)

Name your folder pair:

Home and Work Docs | ?

For example, "My Fics Backup”
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A sync job has been successfully created. You're shown the details of the job
including options which you can change if you want. The job hasn’t been run
yet so you can preview it or if everything looks correct click on the Run

button.

Home and Work Docs

g8

Left Folder
|'l_—'\| C:\Users\Windows7\Desktop\Work Fles

&

Right Folder

SyncToy Action: Synchronize
Change action...
Options forthis folder pair:
All filesincluded
Do not check file contents
Mo file attributes excluded
Change options...

Mo files excluded
All subfoldersincluded

"':\' I:\Work Office Files

Save overwritten files in the Recycle Bin
Active for run all

Last run at: Not run yet

| Rename Folder Pair | | Delete Folder Pair | | create New Folder Pair |

[ Preview H Run[}J

If you preview the job first it shows the files being synced and from there
you might want to exclude certain ones.
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EEREE Al Operations -
Active Operation Source File Source Path Last Modified
Mew MouseExtender.zip Ci\dsers\Windows P \Deskt... 12122009 12:258:30 ...
Mew Business Trip Budget, xls Ci\Jsers\Windows 7\Deskt,..  &/20/2003 2:39:944PM
Mew Loan Calculator. xls C:\Wsers\Windows \Deskt,..  6/20/2003 3:05:40 PM
Mew Event Budget, xls C:\Wsers\Windows F\Deskt,..  6/20/2003 3:04: 14 PM
Mew CreateChart. xls C:\WUsers\Windows P\Deskt,..  7f15/2003 11:21:32 AM
Mew Hyperlink. xls Ci\dsers\Windows P\Deskt... 7152003 11:21:34 AM
Mew Event Budget. xlsx Cir\Users\Windows 7\Deskt...  7/9/2009 4:04:56 PM
Mew Loan Calculator (2).xls C:\Wsers\Windows \Deskt,.,  6/20/2003 3:05:40 PM
Mew Your Submitted Artides.docx C:\WUsers\Windows 7\Deskt...  5/258/2007 8:26:44 PM
Mew Roles and Responsibilities ...  C:\Jsers\Windows7\Deskt... 5/21/2007 6:41:24 PM
Mew Sample, docx C:\WUsers\Windows \Deskt...  &/1/2009 9:20:22 PM
Mew Document. doc Ci\Users\Windows P\Deskt...  7/23,/2009 6:19:46 PM
Mew Company Mame,docx Ci\Jsers\Windows7\Deskt,..  5/21/2007 7:07: 14 PM
Mew Create a Flow Chartin W..,  C:WUsers\Windows?\Deskt.,, 2/10/2009 9;48: 30 AM
Mew summary., xls C:\Wsers\Windows F\Deskt,..  7/15/2003 11:21:32 AM
';' Blman [~ li selma ol lome e Wi ThCimmled P = | g 2: 18: 16 AM
7 Check this box to include this operation in the SyncToy run, or uncheck it to exclude it. 9 10:05:00 PM
Iﬁll Mew Tech Companv Customer ...  C:lsers\Windows7\Deskt...  5/28/2009 9:53:12 PM
4 1
Preview Results: 4 :
] Found 0 files that did not require action.

Operations o

Delete —

Overwrite Total bytes to copy: 891,004

Rename Avoided copying 0 bytes in 0 files. Left Folder

New = c C:\Users\Window... \Work]

Create Folder

All Operations I+

4 1 b

If everything goes right you’ll get a screen telling you the sync was

successful.
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SyncToy

The SyncToy run completed successfully.

Run Results:

COperations Successful Failed Total ? Q
Delete Folder 0 0 0

Delete ] 0 0

Cverwrite a i} 0 Left Folder Right Folder
Rename 0 i 0 IS C:.\Work Files |75 I:\Work Office Files
MNew 21 o] 21

Create Folder 0 a 0

All Operations 21 i} 21

Completed

Here is an example of a non-successful synchronization where you can go in
and see what errors had occurred.

The SyncToy run completed but with errors.

See Error
Run Results: _

Operations Successful Failed Total ?

Delete Folder 0 i 0

Delete a i a

Cverwrite 0 ] v} Left Folder

Fename ] ] i c C:\Wsers\Window..
Mew 0 14 14

Create Folder 0 ] 0

All Operations ] 14 14

Found 14 files that did not require action.
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Also notice from the main GUI you can rename a folder pair, create a new
pair, or delete a pair.

SyncTaoy Action: Synchronize
Change action...
E—

SyncToy J— I,&J

ecycle Bin

A Are you sure you want to delete the folder pair named "Sync Home and
Yy Vork Docs"?

% 3:18 PM

[ Rename Folder Pair ] [ Delete Folder Pair ] [ Create New Folder Pair ] | Preview Run
P

!

Schedule SyncToy Tasks

While setting up the folder pairs and syncing them up manually is a great
start, what you really want to do is schedule this to run automatically. Here
we'll take a look at how to schedule it to run automatically in Vista or
Windows 7. We need to use Windows Task Scheduler, so click on the Start
Menu and type task scheduler into the search box.

P
4~ See more results

|task scheduler £ | | Shut down | S |

When Task Scheduler opens click on Create Basic Task under the Action pane.
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Actions
Task Scheduler (Local) -

Connect to Ancther Computer..,
E Create Basic Task...
= Create'_ssk..
Import Task...
Display All Running Tasks

i &l

Enable All Tasks History

AT Service Account Cenfiguration

View k
Refresh

BB

Help

Next type in a name and description of the task.

r—
(5| Create a Basic Task

Create a Basic Task Use this wizard to quickly schedule a common task. For more advanced o
Trigger such as multiple task actions or triggers, use the Create Task command in
Action Mame: SyncToy lobs

Fimish

Description: Automatically running SyncToy to Complete my Syn csl

Select how often you want the Synchronization to occur. This is entirely up to
you...but to be sure it's done and files in both folders are ready when you
need them, go for Daily.
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Task Trigger

Create a Basic Task When do you want the task to start?
Daily
Action
7 Weekl
Finish - .
) Monthly
() Onetime

(7) When the computer starts

) WhenIlogon

7 When a specific event is logged

Choose the date and time for it to start and keep 1 entered if you want it to
occur everyday.

Daily

Create a Basic Task "
Start: 12/12/2009 [F~ 1030:04 PM 5

Trigger

Recurevery: 1 | days
Action

Finish l}

Next make sure Start a program is selected.
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.

e
@] Action

Create a Basic Task
What acticn do you want the task to perform?

Trigger

Daily
OpStart 2 program
Finish ) Send an e-mail

(") Display a message

Finally browse to the location of SyncToy.exe where in this example it’s in
C:\Program Files\SyncToy2.1\SyncToy.exe Then in the Add arguments field
enter in —R by which by itself will run all folder pairs you have set up to be

synced.

™| start a Program

Create a Basic Task

Trigger Program/script:
Daily ;;-(-Z;\F.’.mgram FI|E_5{5}"H cToyEl‘aS;rncTo},rexe
Action
Add arguments(optional A
Finish Start in (optional):

You will be given an overview of how the task will run and if everything looks
correct click finish.
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Mame: SyncToy Jobs

Description: Automatically running SyncToy to Complete my Syncs

Trigger: Daily; At10:47 PM every day

Action: Start a program; "C\Program Files\SyncToy 2.1\5yncToy.exe” -R

[C] Open the Properties dialog for this task when I click Finish
When you click Finish, the new task will be created and added to your Windows schedule,

<Back ||

There are a couple of ways you can verify the synchronization task was
successful. You can go into Task Scheduler and under Task Status see the last
time it was executed and if it was successful.

Task Status

f* .

Status of tasks that have started in the following time period:

Summary: 3 total - 0 running, 3 succeeded, 0 stopped, 0 failed

Task Mame Run Result  Run Start Run End
B Sync (last run succeeded at 12/12/2009 ...
Sync Success 12/12/2009 11:... 12/12/200911....

SyncToy Jobs (last run succeeded at12/...
User_Feed_Synchronization-{59EB3043-..,
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Or you can just look in the lower left corner of the SyncToy GUI and see
when it was last run.

Last run at; 12/12/2009 11:11 PM

[

Create New Folder Pair | Preview | | Run

Conclusion

You can create basically any amount of folder pairs you need to be
synchronized. It will allows you to synchronize 2 folders across a network, on
the same PC, or to USB flash or external drives. It works on XP, Vista and
Windows 7 where there is a separate version for 32 & 64-bit versions. If
you're looking for a free and effective way to synchronize data between two
folders on different devices, SyncToy 2.1 will get the job done.

Download SyncToy 2.1
Source: The How-To Geek
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